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Living is to be defined as 
more than a bed; 

learning as more than a 
desk... 

(Riker 1965, cited in Palmer et al. 2008: 90) 

(Riker 1965, cited in Palmer et al. 2008: 90) 



Maslow Hierarchy of Needs Self-
Actualization

(fulfilling 
potential)

Esteem, 
Accomplishment  

(confidence)              

Love & Belonging
(support, friends, 

community)

Safety 
(locks, lighting, feeling safe)

Physiological Needs 
(air, heat, water, sleep, light, WiFi)

Creating holistic and 
adaptable experience to 
support student goals..

Fostering relationships 
through connections, 

events, and engagement.

Designing and managing 
spaces focused on 

student and guest needs.



What universities, 
parents, and 

students look for 
in student 

accommodation

Cushman & Wakefield Report, 2019

PARENT

STUDENT

UNIVERSITY

Convenience
Connectivity

Amenities

Experience
Networking

Study support
Pastoral care

Wellbeing
Safety & security

Value/ 
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VALUE/ 
AFFORDABILITY

SAFETY & SECURITY
WELLBEING

COMMUNITY

From Cushman & Wakefield, Student Accommodation Report, 2019

How do our 
buildings 

support these 
needs?



&
• Privacy

• Study

• Safety/Security

• Belonging

• Community

• Social

• Freedom

• Individuality



Value/Affordability



46%
The percentage of 
total living costs 
spent on housing 
for students in 
Finland & Denmark. 

Eurostudent VII



Maintaining a Balance

•What is your purpose?
•Who will live with you?
•What do you offer?
•Student Choice



Safety & Security



Feeling Safe

Access to 
emergency 

assistance and help.

Security features 
to keep people & 
belongings safe.

Connections and 
spaces which 

promote physical & 
psychological 

safety.



•Cameras

•Access Control

•Number and Location of 
Doors and Access Points

• Local Resources and 
Neighborhood Knowledge

•Clear and Accessible 
Communication



Wellbeing



10% 17%7% 15%

IcelandDenmarkNorway Sweden

The percentage of students who self-report dealing with 
long-term mental health issues. 

Source: Eurostudent VII



Relax PlayWorkout

Dimensions & Spaces

How can students 
take care of their 

physical wellbeing?

How can students 
take of their 

mental wellbeing?

How can students 
take care of their 
social wellbeing?



“Daylighting and 
views of nature 
have been shown 
repeatedly to 
increase both the 
physical and 
emotional well-
being of people. “ 
Nadia Zhiri, Treanor Architects

Quiet Room at KU Leuen
https://www.treanorhl.com/thinking/residence-hall-design-success-student-learning



Community





More than parties





What are the 
outcomes?



The outcomes

Improved academic 
performance

Happier and healthier 
students

More sustainable 
communities



Questions?

Thank you!

Tak!

Tack!

Kiitos!

Takk skal du ha!

Þakka þér fyrir

by


