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The Student Barometer

Student Barometer 2022

I * The Student Barometer is a comprehensive
I student survey conducted by Otus — a research

foundation for students and studying. * Data collected 9.2.-9.3.2022
» Data set consists of 5 322 respondents
— Target groups includes all HE degree students, not only « Data weighted based on degree level, HEI

those living in student housing.

sector, gender and native language

— Data gathered every few years

* SOA partnered with Otus for their 2019 and 2022

SUrveys Student Barometer 2019
— Housing questions developed by SOA Data collected in April 2019
— SOA receives anonymized dataset for research purposes Data set consists of || 517 respondents
—  Atool (Excel / Power Bl) for browsing data for SOA (14 025 respondents in the survey overall)
members Data weighted based on gender

* Housing-related questions were mostly the same in
both surveys = longitudinal comparison possible.
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What type of apartment?
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Which of the following best describes your housing during the current .
academic year? ’
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| live in a shared apartment m%l 299 Studio Two room Three room Four or more  Shared
e apartment  apartment rooms apartment
. ‘ o 8.4 9 m2022 m2019
| live together with my significant other "3 |°2 %
| live together wit.h my'significant other and - | |,3°% Observations
child/children 10,8 %
* Only slight changes — a continuation of
| live with child/children I ::goﬁ existing trends
. Living alone more common, while fewer share
| live with my parents, parent or other guardian 3,47'8%%’ than before
15 9 Increase in living alone due to several factors
Other 7 <y:,

* Supply of rental studios increased
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

General Housing Allowance criteria may
m2022 m2019 postpone moving in with significant
other
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Housing Preference: Type of Apartment

Which of the following would best fit your current life situation?
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Observations

* Students overall are looking for more
spacious housing

* Studios still most popular, but more
interest in bigger studios

* Less interest in small ’mini-studios” —
perhaps due to experiences during
covid lockdowns.

* More interest in apartments with three
or more rooms




Housing Preferences and Household Composition

100%

2022 2019
Lives alone
Rooms in shared apartments 2% 3%
m Four or more rooms (950 €/month) 1% 0%
Three-room apartment (800 €/month) 4% 2%
B Two-room apartment (600 €/month) 32% 23%
L] B Studios, total 62% 72%
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Students are

increasingly looking for %%

an extra room 30%
20%
10%
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Shared apartment
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Lives together with my
significant other
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Lives together with my
significant other and
child/children

0% 0%
78% 66%
19% 30%
3% 3%

1% 2%

2022 2019

| live with child/children

0% 0%
30% 34%
56% 46%
13% 18%
0% 3%



Almost a third of students living alone would choose a two-room aparment - a

significant increase compared to 2019.

Almost 40% of couples would choose a three-room apartment - increase of almost

60% compared to 2019 - while their interest in two-room apartments has dropped

Studying at home

Studying from home has increased
permanently eventhough the pandemic has
subsided

An extra room enables separation of

work/studies from other activities at home.
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significantly.

Gap between market price and
student housing rents

Options include estimated student housing
rents, same for 2019 and 2022

Overall rents have risen, so more sizable
options for student housing rents are more
attractive — might even reduce housing
expenses




Which of the following shared facilities and extra services would you be

interested in using even if they increase your housing expenses?
60,0 %

50,0 %

Overall, interest in shared facilities and extra
40,0 % services has decreased, with only a few
noteworthy exceptions.

30,0 %
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Many shared facilities were closed during the pandemic, so
students haven’t had a change to get accustomed to using them.

Case of induced demand: students tend to want what they
already know and have; they are less likely to want what they
haven’t had a chance to try.

Distance-learning has increased permanently, yet suprisingly few
express interest in shared study spaces or bookable workstations.

This, together with the preference for extra space, suggest many
see their home as the primary study space.
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Thank You!

For further information on the results, please contact:

Lauri Lehtoruusu

Executive Director

SOA —The Finnish Assosiation of
Student Housing Organisations
lauri.lehtoruusu@rakli.fi

+358 50 5737125

Twitter: @Lehtoruusu
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